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Paint has been produced in 
Wuppertal for 150 years now. 
A lot has changed in this time. 
The small paint manufacturer 

has become a global company. And the Standox product 
range is now available worldwide. Just before you reach 
the polar circle, you’ll find vehicles being repaired using our 
paints. The South Americans appreciate the high quality 
and effectiveness of Standoblue.

Innovation – both in terms of technology and development – 
is a key pillar for us. That’s why we invest in our technology 
centres across the world. In June, Axalta, which owns the 
Standox brand, opened the extended European technology 
centre in Wuppertal. Axalta made this investment to further 
develop and bundle our technological capabilities. With 
more than 300 specialists, we can develop next-generation 
paints and services here in our ultra-modern research 
centre – such as the future technology of our new 
VOC-Xtreme filler – and therefore respond to the specific 
requirements of our customers worldwide. 

But we don’t just focus on research. Our international 
specialists are in constant contact with insurance companies, 
leasing companies, car manufacturers and associations to 
ensure our customers benefit from the latest trends on the 
market. This way, we know that we are developing the right 
products and services that will help companies to be 
prepared for the changing conditions in the coming 
decades. So the Standox family can continue to grow. 

Sincerely,

Olaf Adamek
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The market for classic and modern classic cars has been growing 
continuously in Europe for many years. Their owners usually have 
a strong emotional tie to their cars, and they spend a lot of money on 
maintaining their gems. According to a study by the world classic car 
organisation FIVA (Fédération Internationale des Véhicules Anciens), the 
average costs for restoring, maintaining, repairing and buying accessories 
for a classic car are around 6,500 euros each year. 

For many classic car owners, a flawless body is the visual calling card of 
their vehicle. However, the bodywork, particularly on old vehicles, 
is especially susceptible to rust or ageing effects such as colour fading. 
Even the smallest of scratches or dents can affect the car’s appearance. 
This is where you need the advice of a professional. First of all, the expert 
must establish what kind of paint has been used on the classic car. It is 
generally the case that the older the paintwork of a vehicle, the simpler 
its structure. Original classic car paintwork usually consists of one single 
coat of nitrocellulose paint. Today, these paintwork materials are a thing 
of the past. In the 60s, they were replaced by extremely smooth, 
solventborne, acrylic-based paints, which have since largely been 
replaced by state-of-the-art, environmentally friendly water-based 
systems.
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For those companies who wish to expand their range of products in the 
area of classic car paintwork, Standox offers modern, efficient paint 
systems which are ideal for painting classic cars. Thanks to the digital 
spectrophotometer, Genius iQ, Standox has an optimum solution for 
establishing the correct colour – something that’s often quite problematic 
for classic cars. It doesn’t matter whether the car has been repainted or 
still bears the original paint: Genius iQ measures the colour directly on 
the vehicle and forwards the data to the colour search software, 
Standowin iQ. It then creates the appropriate mixing formula and sends 
it directly to the weighing scale in the mixing room. This means that the 
specialist can mix up the precise colour formula for each car at any 
time – the prerequisite for flawless repair paintwork.

Standox has developed the “Classic Colour Partner” concept to help 
paint shops present themselves to the public as competent classic car 
partners. For some countries, it encompasses a complete marketing 
concept with signage and documentation. Companies can use these 
eye-catching instruments to appeal specifically to the owners of classic 
cars. 

Thanks to “Classic Colour Documentation”, classic car 
enthusiasts can look on the internet to see what their model 
looked like in its original colour. The archive includes the 
entire historical Standox colour library. It includes colour 
codes from more than 40 international brands, from Auto 
Union through to Volvo. The documentation is available in 
PDF format at www.standox.com/classic. On the same site 
you can also find a 20-page guidebook on how to 
properly paint classic Mercedes-Benz cars. The guidebook 
has been created by Standox in collaboration with the 
Mercedes-Benz Classic Centre in Fellbach, near Stuttgart 
in Germany. 

The “Classic Colour Documentation” and the guidebook 
for Mercedes-Benz are available in both German and 
English.

The Standox specialists measuring a colour using 
Genius iQ.

The Classic Colour Documentation contains the entire 
historical Standox colour library.
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When painting US classic cars, there are a whole host of special 
issues that need to be understood and watched out for. The 
experience and sure instincts of the paint professionals are the 
be-all and end-all of a specialist repair. This is particularly true of 
the oldies that have spent the majority of their vehicle life in the 
States. Experience has shown that US workshops rarely replace 
damaged body parts; instead, they repair them. You must 
therefore always assume that you will stumble across filled areas 
on the bodywork. Standox recommends that the layer thickness is 
measured before repairs are carried out. If you come across filler 
and want to avoid any unfavourable surprises, there’s only one 
thing you can do: remove the paintwork and apply new paint.

A further critical point is the production painting. Until the start of 
the 1990s, thermoplastic acrylic paints were often used in the 
USA. These are relatively soft compared to today’s standards. 
If you apply a modern repair paint to this, you could find that it 
easily separates or cracks. Standox recommends that you first 
spay an insulation layer e.g. the Standox Nonstop Primer Surfacer, 
onto the old paintwork. The coat should not be too thick. It is best 
to apply several thin coats with long interim flash-off periods. 
It must be noted that the insulation layer must not be sanded 
through at any point later on. 
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Sauer: Let’s put it this way. I can understand that 
some painters are in no rush to use electronics 
to determine colours. They are doing just fine 
with their traditional methods. And you can 
understand that. Nevertheless, I urgently advise 
any paint shop to consider using digital 
spectrophotometers soon. Even today they are 
saving a lot of time and effort. A future-orientated 
company cannot afford to ignore these tools. 

Sauer: Digital devices by far surpass analogue 
tools, especially in the case of classic cars and 
special paints and solid and also effect colours. 
Even colleagues working primarily with colour 
fans confirm that electronic spectrophotometers 
provide reliable results here. 

Sauer: With Standowin iQ, we have recently 
introduced new colour measuring software to 
the market. In conjunction with the digital 
spectrophotometer Genius iQ, it is currently the 
state-of-the-art system in the sector. 

Sauer: There are many. In contrast with the 
predecessor version, Standowin iQ is Internet-
based. This means that when the user logs in they 
have instant access to the latest mixing formulas. 
You no longer have to perform manual updates 
by CD. This is a key point when you consider how 
many new colours are introduced to the market 
each year.

Sauer: Standowin iQ can now be controlled from 
your smartphone or a tablet as well as from 
a stationary computer. For example, you can 
wirelessly send a mixing formula to the weighing 
scale or to a mixing system. This has increased 
flexibility considerably.

carry out a manual back-up. This means that you 
can restore all your data quickly in the event of 
a computer crash. It is also saved on the 
stationary computer and therefore also available 
if you do not have an Internet connection.

Sauer: This is clearly the technology of the future. 
And I’m confident that a lot more is going to 
happen in this area in the years to come.
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The co-existence of original models and the vehicles of today has 
a certain attraction. Some will most certainly have nostalgic memories of 
cars that they perhaps even drove themselves at one time. Moreover, it’s 
clear how significantly technology has developed – and how the 
Zeitgeist and fashion has changed the body shapes. 

It’s often the case that veterans and current name bearers share only 
a model name and there are no further similarities. However, there are 
some exceptions where the origins are quite evident, like with the Porsche 
911, for example. In other cases, the manufacturers have consciously 
drawn on the design elements of their classics and then respectfully 
modernised them, for example with the VW Beetle, the Fiat 500 or the 
Mercedes SLS. However, one thing is very clear on all the calendar 

images: Cars grow. After countless facelifts and model changes, today’s 
vehicles have definitely become bigger. By comparison, some of their 
predecessors are truly slender.

The leaps through automotive history in the Standox calendar for 2017, 
“Generations of Colour”, were taken by photographer Ramon Wink from 
Bad Ems, Germany. He gave his photographs an extra level of content. 
Irrespective of whether the cars are a German or foreign make, they were 
all photographed in scenes which are considered to be typically 
German: a Bavarian beer garden, a sausage stand on the Rhine or 
a snowy Christmas market. You can’t help but notice a touch of irony 
here. Sometimes, Wink added a few extra touches in order to lend the 
motif that “German touch” – like a couple of German shepherds, for 
example.
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Claims management is developing rapidly in 
Europe. We talk to Matthew Whittall, managing 
director of Claim Bees GmbH, about the current 
trends and possible consequences for the 
bodywork and paint shop sectors. 

Matthew Whittall: In the UK and the Netherlands 
it is usually the insurance companies that 
commission the workshop to carry out repairs. In 
these countries, we see a claims management 
rate of more than 90%. Then there’s the other end 
of the spectrum in Western Europe where 
Germany has a relatively low claims management 
rate of between 15 and 20 percent. Other 
Western European countries are somewhere in 
between. In contract, in Eastern Europe the first 
repair networks are still being developed.

Matthew Whittall: In the UK and the Netherlands, 
the workshops have to work quickly and 
efficiently, and they must be capable of managing 
a large amount. The pressure on prices is high, 
and in both countries there are conflicts and 
a tense relationship between the insurance 
companies and the repair sector. In view of the 
cost pressure, insurance companies (and claims 
management companies) try to control the repair 
process right down to the last detail.

Matthew Whittall: Apart from the UK and the 
Netherlands, all larger markets are currently 
experiencing an increase in management rates. 
After all, it’s the insurance companies that pay 
the invoices. That’s why they want to have greater 
control over the process, so they can manage 
their costs. I think the entire management volume 
is set to double over the next five years. In my 
opinion – although I am biased – Germany will 
be the most interesting market to observe during 
this time. The management rates are currently 
low, however the potential savings are greater 
than they are in other countries as the prices of 
brand workshops have exploded in the last five 
years.

Matthew Whittall: HUK Coburg has been very 
successful in accident repair management so far. 
It invests, it plans for the long term and it has 
a very clear strategy. I think that in the future it will 
also offer a kind of all-round service insurance 
which encompasses both the claim service and 
maintenance, so that it can perhaps generate 
a considerable volume for its service network. 
The HUK workshops definitely rank among 
those offering the best quality accident repairs, 
but the competition in the service market is 
hard and there are already other established 
networks. It is difficult to assess, but I give the 
concept a 50% chance. 



An Axalta Coating Systems Brand

The Standox VOC Xtreme Filler U7600 and Standox Express Prep 

Wipes U3000 feature new technology that has brought in a rapid 
change for the undercoating process. Applied in one visit. With a very 

impressive air-drying performance, the VOC Xtreme Filler can be sanded 

after only 20*mins air-drying. For even more dramatic results, combine 
VOC Xtreme Filler and Standox Express Prep Wipes with the Standocryl 

VOC Xtreme Clear. This combination delivers impressive energy savings. 


